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MONTGOMERY COUNTY BAIL BOND BOARD

BENTON BAKER, PRESIDING OFFICER

MINUTES

THURSDAY, MARCH 3, 2005

THE MONTGOMERY COUNTY BAIL BOND BOARD CONVENED AT 12:04PM ON
THURSDAY, MARCH  03, 2005, IN THE COMMISSIONERS COURT ROOM OF THE
MONTGOMERY COUNTY CENTRAL ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 301 NORTH
THOMPSON,CONROE, TEXAS.

A. CALL TO ORDER

Darin Bailey, Vice Presiding Officer called the meeting to order at
12:04pm

B. ROLL CALL
MEMBERS PRESENT

Benton Baker, Presiding Officer, Defense Attorney’s Representative
Les French, Surety Representative
Darin Bailey, Designee for County Clerk
Judge Jerry Winfree , County Court at Law # 2
Stacey Mooring, Vice Presiding Officer, Designee for District Attorney
Judge Lanny Moriarty, Justice of Peace, Pct. 1
Barbara Adamick, District Clerk
Judge James Cates, City of Conroe Municipal Court
Lt. Robert Green, Designee for Sheriff

MEMBERS ABSENT
Judge Michael Mayes, 410th District Court
Martha Gustavsen, County Treasurer

ALSO PRESENT:

Cara Wood, Legal Counsel
Jan Avery, Bail Bond Administrator

Vice Presiding Officer Darin Bailey declared a quorum present.

C. PUBLIC COMMENT

Mari van de ven – A-1 Bail Bonds asked to address the Judges on the
Board regarding PR (Personal Recognizance Bonds. “Why they are
allowed and written on repeat offenders and people with long criminal
records?”  She specifically sited 2 defendants. Judge Winfree addressed
the question and said that it is an issue of staffing problems at the jail.
There are currently 810 in jail and many in the holding cells. This is the
reason he writes PR Bonds. 
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Sara Forlano, Assistant County Attorney’s office said she wanted to
notify the Bail Bond Companies that a new Bond form is available for
them to review.  She brought copies and asked for comments or
suggestions from them within the next 10 days.  The new form will be in
place on April 4, 2005, but the jail will  accept the old forms also until
May 1, 2005.  Stacey Mooring commented that Sara had worked very
hard on developing this new form, and that she had asked for input and
comments from everyone.  

Tommy Gage, Sheriff of Montgomery County, suggested changes they
would like to make to the phone system at the jail.  He asked for input
from the Bonding companies.  His suggestion is to put a regular phone in
place with the current list of Bond companies, and their phone numbers
which would have to be dialed, the rotation of the list would be done in
the same method, the top bond company goes to the bottom of the list
and all the other’s rotate up on a monthly basis.  This list is delivered
to Evelyn Park at the jail, all the municipal and county judges by the
Monday following the Bail Bond Board meeting. Debra Foster stated that
she had polled the bonding companies to get their input and all but one
person supported the Sheriff’s idea. Sara Forlano will review the
federal court order to make certain that this proposal does not violate
the order.
 

D. READ AND APPROVE MINUTES FOR MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 3, 2005.

Motion by Barbara Adamick to approve the minutes of the Frbruary 3,
2005 meeting, with a second by  Lt. Robert Green. The motion passed.

E. TREASURER

Jan Avery presented the Treasurer’s report in Martha’s absence. The
collateral is $2,624,221.75. Texpool balance is $66,904.70. She also
informed the Board that at the February 14, 2005 meeting of
Commissioner’s court it was approved for the Board to use Texpool
funds for the Bail Bond Courses and continued education. There is a
class in Houston March 11-12th, and also one in Austin, April 22-23. 
Martha Gustavsen, Barbara Adamick, and Stacey Mooring have all asked
to be registered for the one in Austin in April.  She will notify the Board
members of any additional or upcoming classes.  

Barbara Adamick made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report, Judge
Cates seconded the motion,  and the motion passed.

F. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Item 1.  Jan Avery presented the updated List of Licensed Surety
companies and noted that the date on it is March 7, 2005 and that it
will be posted by that date as well.  She also presented the updated
License Expiration list. Les French’s license expiration had been changed
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to reflect the correct date of August 19, 2005 and he has been issued a
new license.  The notation change for 1-A Cash Back on the list of
expired licenses with collateral as per the discussion at the Frbruary
meeting.

No funds were received for the month of February for license renewals
or new license applications. 

A copy of the bond forfeiture for Jay’s Bail Bonding (Jay West) Cause#
03-16,755 in the amount of $1,203.00 was attached for the Board’s 
review.  Jan suggested that the Board pass a resolutuion to release
funds from the CD 8653 on file with the county treasurer to pay this
forfeiture.  Darin Bailey made the motion to release funds from the CD
to pay this forfeiture and Lt. Robert Green seconded the motion, and
the motion passed.

A copy of the signed resolution for release of Nobel Insurance CD# 086-
90001884 in the amount of $10,490.72 was attached for the Boards
review, as well as the letters that were sent to the Bank and Glencoe
releasing this.  The collateral is still on the Treasurer’s report as of this
meeting since the CD had not been released yet, it should be removed
by the next meeting.

Les French made the motion to accept the Administrators Report, Judge
James Cates seconded the motion, and the motion passed.

G. PRESIDING OFFICER:

1. Review the findings of any discrepancies found in the d/b/a’s or
assumed name certificates compared to the advertisements. 
Discuss and determine the action to be taken.  

The first issue is the advertisement of ABC Bonding Company.  Dan Rice
was present to represent Byron Benton and ABC Bonding Company.  A
copy of the approval  that Transwestern had sent to Byron Benton, 
which showed that Charles Benton had signed as owner to approve the
ad.  Mr. Rice explained that Charles Benton was not in the Bail Bond
business, was Byron Benton’s brother and had signed in error.  He also
presented a facsimile dated February 4, 2004 from Byron Benton to the
Sales Manager of Transwestern Publishing which stated that Byron
Benton was the only person authorized to approve advertisement on
behalf of ABC Bonding. There was discussion as to why Charles Benton
would sign as owner and would also sign a page that obviously was an ad
for a Bond company when he was in the monument/casket business. 
Another issue is the Pay Less Bail Bonds heading that is misleading to
all.

It was determined that the Bail Bond Administrator would request the
records from Transwestern Publishing on ABC Bonding company so the
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Board could review the contracts and records.  If the records aren not
made available, they may be subpoened by the Board.  A motion was
also made by Darin Bailey that the Board hold a hearing at the next
meeting on Byron Benton d/b/a ABC Bonding Company and notify him of
the hearing, and that he may be in violation of Section 2 of the
Montgomery County Bail Bond Board Local Rules. The Bail Bond
Administrator will notify Byron Benton of the possible violation and of
the hearing date set.  Barbara Adamick seconded the motion and the
motion passed.

The second issue of a possible violation in advertisement as addressed
by the Board is on Daisy’s Bail Bond who has an ad in Transwestern and
Consolidated phone books that states “Daisy and Jesse” Bail Bonds.  The
Bail Bond administrator is to request copies from Transwestern and
Consolidated of the contracts and records and to present them at the
next Board meeting.  The Bail Bond Administrator will notify Daisy Real
of Daisy Bail Bonds of the possible violation and of the hearing.  Darin
Bailey made a motion that a hearing on Daisy Bail Bonds possible
violation of Section 2 of the Montgomery County Bail Bond Board Local
Rules be held at the next Board meeting in April. Lt. Robert Green
seconded the motion, and the motion passed..

The third issue addressed was the ad in the Consolidated
Communications phone book for “The Woodlands Bail Bonds” which
refers to Les French and A-1 Bail Bonds.  The Administrator received a
letter from Bree Ann Barrett, Publishing Specialist at Consolidated
Communications stating that the ad was placed in error, and that
Consolidated  apologizes for any problems this may have caused.  Based
on the information received Darin Bailey made the motion to take no
action, Lt. Robert Green seconded the motion, and the motion passed.

The fourth issue was the publication in the white pages section of the
Consolidated Communications under the heading of “Bail Bonds” and
the phone number and address of AAAA Betterway Bail Bonds.  Also the
listings of A AAA Betterway Bail Bonds,  and in the yellow pages 3 line
ads under Bail Bonds for AAAA Betterway Bail Bonds.  The administrator
will request from Consolidated Communications the records for these
advertisements and present them at the next meeting.  Darin Bailey
made the motion that we will request Bob Gold d/b/a AAAA Betterway
Bail Bonds to attend a hearing at the next Bail Bond Board meeting,
stating the possible violation of Section 2 of the Local Rules and
Regulations of Montgomery County, Judge Lanny Moriarty seconded the
motion and the motion passed.

 Darin Bailey also mentioned that we would like to invite or include
Charles Benton as well but realize that this is not mandatory on his
part.
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The last issue on the advertisement addressed was the ads in the
Transwestern Publishing phone book in the white section also under “
Bail Bonds heading.  The first ad refers to Georgette Lucado and ASAP
Bail Bonds address and phone number.  The second refers to 1-A Cash
Back Bail Bonds, which is no longer in service.  The last one refers to
AAAA Betterway Bail Bonds.  Georgette Lucado addressed the issue of
her ad, and stated that she gave no authorization for this ad to be
placed.  She can produce the documents to prove this.  Darin Bailey
made the motion to have a hearing for Georgette Lucado d/b/a ASAP
Bail Bonds at the next Bail Bond board meeting, Les French seconded
the motion, the motion passed. 

H. SURETY REPRESENTATIVE 

Discuss solicitation by telephone in the jail.

Les French said that solicitation in the jail is still a problem and asked what
action we could take to control this.  The possibility was discussed about
recording phone conversations made on the Bail Bond Phone, checking the
length of conversations etc.  Stacey Mooring stated that recording the
conversations is a problem with the rights in the First Amendment. 
Captain Arriola of the Montgomery County Sheriff’s office, stated that
there was no way they could place someone in the jail or cells to monitor
this situation because the Sheriff’s department is shorthanded.  There was
discussion on this matter, but no resolution at this time. This will be
discussed further at another meeting.

Barbara Adamick made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Lt. Robert Green
seconded, and the motion passed.  

The meeting adjourned at 1:16pm.
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